




I 
Introduction 

I 
I 

A fundamental principle of the Public Assistance (PA) Program is that 
it will operate much more effectively for all participants when everyone 
shares a common understanding of the program benefits, expectations, and 
procedures. 

I 
I To support this idea, FEMA has undertaken an effort to provide the 

State, Tribal, and local partners with more and better information about 
the PA Program. Through the Internet, newly published materials, training 
opportunities, and the production ofa standard Applicant's Briefing package, 
FEMA wants to ensure that all participants have the tools to do their part in 
obtaining and administering public assistance funding. 

I As part of this effort, FEMA has produced this digest of PA Program 
policies. The Public Assistance Policy Digest is intended to be an easy-to­
read, easy-to use, brief summary of the basic policies that govern the PA 
Program. It is available in hard copy and on the FEMA website (www.fema. 

I gov/government/grant/pa/). While the digest is primarily intended for 
those unfamiliar with the terms and provisions of the program, it also may 
serve as a reference for those with more knowledge of the program. Because 

I this policy digest is not exhaustive, either in topics or in detail, information 
should be verified with FEMA PA Program officials before becoming the 
basis for decision making. 

I Please direct suggestions regarding improvements to the program and 
this publication to: 

I 
James A. Walke 
Director 

I 
Public Assistance Division, 4th Floor 
Federal Emergency Management Agency 
500 C Street, SW 
Washington, D.C. 20472 
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